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INTRODUCTION

VISION STATEMENT

The Borough of Madison has many assets, including The following Vision Statement describes the desired
its location, charming downtown, established future for Madison.
neighborhoods, historic character, university/institutional
presence, and transit accessibility. It has also benefitted
from forward-looking planning efforts, which have We envision Madison as a welcoming
shaped the Borough and maintained a high quality of
life for its residents. The Borough has grown from a community with healthy neighborhoods, a
population of fewer than 4,000 in 1900 to nearly 16,500
in 2019. During this time, the Borough has maintained vibrant downtown, strong businesses, valued
a healthy balance of land uses and open spaces. While
Madison has grown in population, its neighborhoods cultural institutions and historic resources,
and central business district have largely retained their
and engaging public spaces. We strive to be
unique characteristics.
However, as with all communities, there are both
challenges and opportunities facing the Borough,
including affordability and diversity, development,
protecting natural resources, and congestion. The
Master Plan includes objectives and strategies intended
to guide the community. To ensure these are coordinated
and effective, they are directed by an overarching vision,
guiding principles, and goals.

a sustainable community where development
and preservation opportunities are balanced
and enhance the quality of life for those who
live, work, and play in Madison.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Definitions
●

Vision Statement: describes a community’s
shared image of the future; equal parts
aspirational and practical

●

Guiding Principles: reflects the core beliefs
and aspirations expressed through the Master
Plan process and envisioned as underpinning
planning practices and decisions in the
Borough. They are forward-thinking

●

Goals: broad, long-term statement that address
the Borough’s desired outcomes

●

Objectives: steps to reach the goal

●

Strategies: actions to achieve objectives

Guiding principles reflect the values of community
residents and stakeholders expressed through the
Master Plan outreach process. They were also informed
by analysis of existing conditions, trends and best
practices. Listed in random order, they provide clarity
for achieving the vision and the community should look
to these guiding principles when making planning and
land use decisions.
Madison is committed to:
A. Being a model for energy efficiency, sustainability,
and resiliency.
B. Embracing and preserving the historic, while making
room for new ways of living, working, communicating,
and recreating.
C. Maintaining a downtown that is and continues
to be the cultural, social, and retail center of the
community.
D. Celebrating diversity and ensuring equitable access
to housing, transportation, civic participation, parks,
services, and other amenities.
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E. Supporting and recognizing the benefits of active
transportation in improving health, air quality, and
promoting social and economic well-being.
F. Supporting educational and cultural institutions as
centers of learning, experience, and participation
that are integral to community life.
G. Recognizing the important health, sustainability, and
equity implications of transportation and land use
policy and planning decisions.
H. Staying up to date on best practices for designing
parks, plazas, streets, and public spaces that
provide opportunities for social connectedness and
a strong sense of community.
I.

Maintaining strong, attractive residential
neighborhoods as an important part of the
community’s built environment and identity.

GOALS
The goals touch on multiple aspects of municipal planning.
In addition to goals related to the three elements that
are part of this Master Plan document (Land Use,
Community Mobility, and Historic Preservation), there
are goals associated with sustainability and social and
cultural aspects of community that are not within the
scope of this Master Plan document. These goals were
added based on public and Steering Committee input.
Objectives and strategies for Land Use, Community
Mobility, and Historic Preservation are presented in
each Element.
1. Promote a variety of residential, commercial,
recreational, public, and conservation land uses
to maintain and enhance Madison as a thriving
community.

J. Encouraging a thriving, diverse economy that retains 2. Encourage development, revitalization, and
preservation opportunities near transit, parks,
and attracts locally- and regionally-owned and
shopping,
and community facilities.
managed businesses, corporations, and institutions.
K. Being a community that is welcoming to all people
and offers opportunities for all to participate in civic
life.
L. Pursuing age-friendly policies and programs so
that Madisonians can age in place and retain social
connections, health, and well-being.

3. Protect and enhance the economic vitality of the
downtown by encouraging combined residential
and commercial development in the CBD core,
downtown living opportunities and flexible use of the
sidewalk realm, public space, and retail businesses.
4. Support a variety of housing types, sizes, and living
configurations for households in various cycles of
life and at a variety of income levels.
5. Promote Madison as a desirable location for firms
and institutions seeking relocation from New York
City or other regional cities.
6. Enrich the experience of those who live, work, and
visit Madison by creating and enhancing a diverse
system of parks, trails, plazas, parklets, streets, art,
and public facilities.
7. Identify, preserve, and rehabilitate historic resources
and guide new development so that it does not
detract from the form, design, and distinguishing
features of such resources.

Source: Borough of Madison

8. Maintain and enhance a transportation system that
is safe, sustainable, and accessible for people of all
ages and abilities to walk, bicycle, drive, take transit,
or use other shared mobility services.
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9. Manage and monitor Borough on-street and public
off-street parking resources to ensure efficient
use of parking and track and respond to changing
needs as technology, development, and innovation
advance.

CONCEPTUAL VISION PLAN

The Conceptual Vision Plan illustrates the Vision
Statement. It shows a vibrant downtown with a strong
retail core and downtown living surrounded by great
10. Develop and implement strategies to reduce the residential neighborhoods, parks, and institutions. It
Borough’s vulnerability to the impacts from climate also shows opportunities for downtown redevelopment,
change, extreme weather, pandemics, and other placemaking, gateways, a jitney, and nodes along Main
disruptive events and become a more sustainable Street for inclusionary housing development. The
and resilient community.
community is connected by a system of neighborhood
greenways, trails, and bicycle routes.
11. Reduce the Borough’s environmental footprint and
carbon emissions and promote the preservation This map is different from the Land Use Plan Map in the
of natural systems and environmentally sensitive Land Use Plan Element. This map is conceptual. The
areas essential to public and ecosystem health.
Land Use Plan Map shows existing zoning and includes
recommended zoning line adjustments.
12. Provide and improve community facilities and
services to enhance the health, safety, and wellbeing of current and future residents.
13. Promote a Borough that is welcoming to all residents
and visitors.

Source: Susan G. Blickstein, LLC
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